Minutes
APHEO Capacity Building for Small Rural and Northern Health Units
March 27, 2014 1:30p.m. –3:00 p.m.
416-212-8013 or 1-866-633-1033 PIN: 1767841# / Moderator PIN: 1260#

Chair: 	Andrew Kurc	                                  
Minutes: Erica Clark

Present: Andrew (Peterborough), Erica (Huron), Gillian (Oxford), Nusrat (North Bay), Sylvia (Simco-Muskoka), Lee-Ann (volunteer), Peggy (Renfrew), Marina (Haldimand Norfolk), Laura (CK)
Regrets: Alanna (Grey-Bruce) Carolyn (Elgin-St. Thomas)
	
	Agenda Item
	Discussion
	Action

	1.0 Approval of Agenda
	
	Approved

	2.0 Approval of minutes
	Jan 30, 2013 (attached)
	Approved

	3.0 New Items
	
	

	3.1 Membership 
	· distribution list – Alanna is in process of updating website membership
	Defered – everyone is asked to check the list and make sure their information is correct

	3.2 Research Supports for Small, Rural and Northern Health Units Chart

	Does anyone have updates for the chart (attached) 
Will be posted to website after any updates are made
	NBPS (2 1.0 FTE RA positions) and Oxford (2 epis & no other position)
Andrew will forward updates to Alanna

	3.3 Orientation Binder
	· Latest version was sent to at last meeting and again with agenda (attached) 
· Any further updates/suggestions/format?
· Outstanding action item: Alanna is adding brief description of Hedgehog & Healthspace, Panorama 
· Feedback from APHEO Exec: see it as something useful to any epis not just rural/northern.  Some discussion about who should be responsible for on-going updates but no decision made.  Exec had no other additions or changes for the manual
	Outstanding action item: Alanna is adding brief description of Hedgehog & Healthspace, Panorama 
Andrew will add Community Data Consortium 
Lee-Ann will write an executive summary and table of contents (interactive)

	3.4 Advocacy/Communications 

	APHEO Executive updates
Gillian and Celine have joined Alanna on Exec. Reminder of annual general meeting coming up.  Working on website updates.  Big change is how the listserv is operating: want to see archival ability for listserv.  Other changes include security features and admin functions.
APHEO is preparing a letter to the government on implications of move from long form census to NHS.
	Everyone is encouraged to attend annual general meeting and participate in discussion on implications of National Household Survey.

Gillian will make sure rural/northern perspective included in the letter.

	3.5 Health Status Reports/Evaluation and other Research Activities Update
	Andrew: updating annual communicable disease report, released maternal health report.  Came across issue with maternal health report: could not disaggregate data that identified rates/trends for some reserves.  Joined Community Data Consortium.  Starting situational assessment for children and youth.  Will be seeing what data community partners have.
Laura: doing infectious disease report.  Looking for yearly provincial case counts.  Public health portal has preliminary counts and monthly summary has some data.  Others use preliminary counts from public health portal and state it is preliminary in the methods section.  Infant feeding surveillance is on-going.  Did health behaviour survey with local college but may be only made available internal to college.  Looking at doing community wide assessment related to Healthy Kids panel recommendations. Working on living way calculation. Contracted with ISR to get all RRFSS analysis done and now need to publish it in a technical report. Will be going on another mat leave in July.
Nusrat: working on youth health status report and struggling with data sources.  Most CCHS data suppressed (hopefully better after combining cycles) so using some OSDHU and hospitalizations and looking for other sources.  Working on strategic priorities and trying to get good local data.
Gillian: doing internal health status reports in traditional style and starting to do doing infographics for external health status reports 
Peggy: infant feeding surveillance starting soon and wondering when something needs to be formally reviewed for ethics.  When do others make reportable disease data public? **see Air & Share for discussion

	


	3.6 Wind turbine research project
	Any further updates?
	Deferred

	3.7 Collaborative Research Projects

	Funded LDCP:
(a) Breastfeeding Surveillance – 
(b) On-line Prenatal – 
(c) Program Evaluation – 

	Deferred


	4.0  Issues/Concerns/Discussion Items
	
	

	4.1 Upcoming Conferences or Events
	· TOPHC
· Environmental Health Workshop
	Deferred

	4.2. Air and Share
	Combining years for hospitalization and CCHS – question as to how meaningful or useful the data is once you start combining a number of years.
How do you decide when to do ethics review?  Chatham-Kent has a generic policy but have not been very formal about it.  PHO is piloting ethics review internally and is getting closer to being able to share their formal process externally.  Peggy has been using online screening tool Alberta Research Ethics Community Consensus Initiative (ARECI).  Haldimand-Norfolk has formed a Research & Ethics Committee and everyone has done TCPS-2 training but still difficult to decide which projects should be reviewed.  Northwestern has worked on some policies around when to review projects.  
When to make reportable disease data public?  No public release of counts under 5 for some health units but others still release.  Peterborough and Huron have data disclosure policies: staff do not release less than 6 cases but the MOH will if he/she deems it necessary.
	


	4.3 Community Data Consortium
	Concern that level of geography might not be useful for everyone.  Taxfiler data is the big draw and other databases may not be very useful for us.  Base cost plus member license.  Some places a single agency is paying for the base cost and in other places the base cost is split between all member agencies
Consortium has stated they want to improve member agency capacity for how to use data but not yet seeing much progress.
Buying into consortium is providing impetus for data working group forming in other areas, e.g. Oxford and Peterborough.
Number of larger health units already part of consortium and number of smaller health units looking at joining.
	Add Community Data Consortium to the epi manual

	5.0 Meeting Dates 

	5.1  Next meeting 
	
Thursday, May 29 from 1:30-3pm
	Will be using same call in number for teleconference call

	5.2 Save the date for 2014 meetings all from 1:30-3pm
	July 31
Sept 25
Nov 27

	



