Minutes 
APHEO Capacity Building for Small Rural and Northern Health Units
June 27, 2013, 1:30p.m. –2:30 p.m.
Chair: 

Deanna White                                                                                                  Minutes: Deanna White
Participants: Andrew Kurc (Peterborough County-City Health Unit), Laura Zettler (Chatham-Kent); Karen Graham (North Bay Parry Sound District Health Unit), and Carole Craig (Perth District Health Unit) Brenda Guarda (Simco-Muskoka District Health Unit) and Susan Boston (Algoma Health Unit)

Regrets: Lee-Ann Nalezyty (Volunteer), Erica Clark (Huron County), Celine Butler (Timiskaming Health Unit); Fidel Obu (Porcupine); Carolyn Coppens (Elgin-St.Thomas), Alanna Leffley (Grey Bruce Health Unit), Chris Bowes (North Bay Parry Sound District Health Unit), Peggy Patterson (Renfrew County and district Health Unit), Gillian Alton (Oxford); Naeema Tharani (Haldimand-Norfolk Health Unit), Dorian Lunny (Northwestern Health Unit); Lindsay Wonnacott (Grey-Bruce Health Unit) (Alternative)
	Agenda Item
	Discussion
	Action

	1.1 Approval of Agenda
	
	

	2.0 Approval of minutes
	May 10, 2013
	Approved

	3.0 New Items
	
	

	3.1 Membership List
	Current Membership 

· Welcome Brenda Guarda! (Simco-Muskoka District Health Unit) 

· Welcome  Susan Boston! (Algoma Health Unit)

· Chair Update

	Deanna will be taking a 2 year leave of absence and is looking for a new chair, while she is away
Deanna to send an e-mail to the group .

	3.3 Terms of Reference 
	Approve Terms of Reference


	Deferred

	3.5 Research Supports for Small, Rural, and Northern Health Units Chart


	1.Research Supports for Small, Rural, and Northern Health Units Chart 

 Peggy-Ask if someone from the  Community of Practice for Public Health Evaluators would be interested in taking the lead on this. TheCOP meeting was in June. APHEO Exec is really interested in obtaining this information. 
Update Supports (send to group) 


	 Deferred

	3.6 Orientation Binder
	Andrew sent out an excel file to be included in the Epi orientation manual

The file included the following:

1. Organizations/Database/Website

2. Description
3. Key Contacts

4. Links

5. Notes

Discussion about how best to present this information. The following suggestions were made by the group:

1.To have the manual in a electronic format, rather than hard copy. This will be easier to update and less expensive.

2. Structure the content of the manual according to Public Health Programs (i.e. infectious disease)

3. Include links to resources, manuals, PP presentations etc.

4. Maybe include a column titled Tips and Tricks
5. Include Core Indicators and documents (i.e alignment document and Gaps document.

	Andrew to send list to the group
Laura to send OPHS gap document to group

Deanna-send an e-mail to group asking them to update the lists Send feedback back to myself, Erica, and Lee Ann.



	3.7 Advocacy/Communications 


	APHEO Conference Poster Board Presentation
APHEO Executive working on developing a plan to be more transparent
	Defer

	3.8 Health Status Reports/Evaluation and other Research Activities Update
	Please send list of Health Status Reports to Deanna (internal document only)
	Defer

	3.9 Collaborative Research Projects


	Any collaborative research projects?
	Defer

	4.0 Issues/Concerns/Discussion Items
	National Household Survey 

(e-mail from Andrew) As you know, the mandatory long form census was scrapped in favour of a voluntary survey – the National Household Survey (NHS). I’m not going to get into all the boring details, but the main problem is that voluntary surveys are prone to systematic biases – specifically, certain types of people are more likely to fill out a survey. Typically people who have low income, low education, are not employed or marginally employed, are visible minorities and those who do not speak English or French as a first language are under-represented.

 

So far, Statistics Canada has released two rounds of NHS data. In May, data on Aboriginal Peoples, Ethnicity, and Immigration was released. Just yesterday, Education, Labour, and Mobility data was released. Income and Housing data will be released in August.

http://www12.statcan.gc.ca/nhs-enm/2011/rt-td/rt-td-eng.cfm 

 

Despite the above mentioned biases, it seems that – according to media, StatsCan – the data is …ok… at national and provincial levels, but tends to fall apart when trying to look at smaller levels of geography.  An example is below – I’ve searched for all of the townships in Peterborough and due to data quality issues, four have had their data suppressed completely. 

Essentially, if someone did not return a survey that was mailed out they are a household/complete non-response and if a survey was filled out but some questions weren’t answered, that is partial/question non-response.

 

 

What I’m trying to get at with all this, is that I think that maybe as an organization we need to have a bit of a discussion around how we are going to use NHS data. Given that the NHS is likely to be our main source of SDOH data, we will need to rely on it somewhat – but I think that we need to use caution when reporting these data, particularly if Statistics Canada reveals there have been systematic biases in the types of people who have responded to the survey.

 I would have really liked to see the household and question non-response rates separated. I would have also liked to see if there were trends in which questions were not being answered or if there were particular regions/ethnicities/etc with higher non-response rates. Hopefully this will be future analyses done from StatsCan.

 

In any case, it is apparent that there are data quality issues arising already for our population. As you can see, the County as a whole has nearly 40% GNR, three municipalities have GNRs over 40%, and four municipalities are suppressed entirely…
Privacy Culture within the Health Unit
-Resulting from the BORN privacy assessment 

	Teleconference was disconnected. Deanna to pose question on the NHS and HU Privacy Culture on a discussion thread. 

	4.1 Upcoming Conference or Events
	Any other conferences/events? 


	Defer

	4.2. Air and Share
	
	Defer

	4.0 Meeting Dates

	4.1  2013 Meeting Dates 
	· Next Meeting is on July 25 from 1:30-3:00 
	


