Minutes
APHEO Capacity Building for Small Rural and Northern Health Units
May 26, 2016 1:30p.m.–3:00 p.m.
Teleconference details:
Local: (416) 850-2050
Toll-Free: 1-866-261-6767
Participant Code: 659284# 

Chair: Erica Clark
Minutes: Alanna Leffley

Co-chairs for working group: Erica Clark (Huron), Andrew Kurc (Peterborough), Deanna White (Haldimand-Norfolk)

	Name (PHU)
	Present
	Regrets
	Name (PHU)
	Present
	Regrets

	Susan Boston (Algoma)
	
	
	Dorian Lunny (Northwestern)
	
	

	Jasmine Bryson (Thunder Bay)
	On leave till Apr 17/17
	Lee-Ann Nalezyty (volunteer)
	
	X

	Erica Clark (Huron)
	X
	
	Peggy Patterson (Renfrew)
	X
	

	Hilary Caldarelli, Ruth Sanderson (Oxford)
	X
	
	Theresa Procter (North Bay Parry Sound)
	
	

	Renate van Dorp (Perth)
	X
	
	Carolyn Richards (Elgin St. Thomas)
	
	

	Brenda Guarda (Simcoe-Muskoka)
	
	
	Erica Sawula (Thunder Bay)
	X
	

	Stanley Ing (Chatham-Kent)
	
	
	Sylvia Thompson-Nicholson (Simcoe-Muskoka)
	X
	

	Andrew Kurc (Peterborough)
	
	X
	Deanna White (Haldimand-Norfolk)
	
	X

	Dinna Lozano (North Bay Parry Sound)
	
	
	Laura Zettler (Chatham-Kent)
	X
	

	Alanna Leffley (Grey-Bruce)
	X
	
	Erica Sawula, Epidemiologist (Thunder Bay)
	X
	



Guests: Tina Badiani (PHO)

	Agenda Item
	Discussion
	Action

	1.0 Approval of Agenda
	Add discussion on changes to OPHS Standards
	

	2.0 Approval of minutes
	Approved but make sure the title of the workgroup is correct - Capacity Building.
	Erica to revise and post
Deanna, Alanna to add any minutes they have dating before 2012.

	3.0 New Items
	
	

	3.1 Membership 
	Welcome to Erica Sawula, Epidemiologist (Thunder Bay).  Orsolya is now with Region of Waterloo full time (formerly Haldimand Norfolk) and Marina Stegne is no longer part of the group (formerly Haldimand Norfolk). Theresa Procter is now with Middlesex-London (formerly North Bay Parry Sound) 
	

	3.2 PHO Outbreak Support (1:30pm)
	Tina Badiani joined us to discuss outbreak support for rural and northern health units (it is available to all Heath Units).
· HU requests are assessed on a case-by-case basis; approvals based on availability of resources or type of support required, duration, urgency of request
· Services range from reviewing outbreak definition and questionnaires, on-site data entry, analyses, iPHIS CRN reports, analyses as well as facilitating IPAC reviews, laboratory requests (for typing) and federal field epidemiology requests
· They also have done rapid reviews of scientific literature, support for incident management systems
· Alerts from health regions for communication go through PHO for approval and to determine if they go through PHAC’s Canadian Network for Public Health Intelligence (CNPHI) system or PHO Enhanced Surveillance Directive (legislated)
· Turn-around times can be quick (depending on resources) for outbreak questions, reports as well as communication support
· Erica talked about how PHO helped Huron with their Pertussis outbreak in 2015. She noted that they were very helpful especially in developing CRN reports, technical and scientific advice. She recommends to get them involved early.
· Renate also found that they were quick to get back to her when they were doing an emergency exercise.
· Alanna & Erica noted that most of the health units in the southwest have signed agreements of support
· Any additional questions send them to Erica or contact Tina directly.
	

	3.3 Huron Wind turbine update
	· Status of investigation - on hold right now
	Update at next meeting

	3.4 Patient’s First discussion paper (from a rural perspective)
	· There have been no announcements yet on next steps.
· Alanna noted that her MOH (H. Lynn) is sitting on an advisory group as lone public health rep. She has reported that they do not seem to know what to do with her but they seem to be very interested in PH data. PH should look at this as an opportunity for resources and partnership.
· Laura agreed stating that each LHIN seems to have different focus areas and ways they work with PHUs. She described how Chatham worked with their LHIN to form a regional Data Consortium and exploring mutual analytics.
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Should remain on next agenda.

	3.5 OPHS Standards Updates
	· Some members have been asked to review. Unclear what exactly has changed but have seen updates in the areas that have had new legislation HSO, PSS, SFO.
· Beach standards have broader definition of which beaches to sample and Renate noted that the child care standards have changed slightly.
· Perhaps in future, these releases can be distributed among work group members or the APHEO listserve.
	

Alanna will discuss idea with Emma Tucker.

	3.5 Orientation Binder
	· Links to essential forms are being gathered/updated then the binder is ready to go to APHEO Exec (by end of month).
	

	3.6 Health Status Reports/Evaluation and other Research Activities Update
	· Renate has a student that she is working with doing a service satisfaction-type evaluation of CPNP and Mother-Baby Clinics within the Plain community. She described how they have community members doing interviews, data collection.
· Oxford is planning an Oral Health report and asked about sources of fluoride info. Alanna mentioned PHO’s new mapping application on their website – has fluoride. Renate mentioned the reports that Perth released last year and offered to share some of the mapping data she got from MOE that were used to produce isopleth maps. 
	


	3.7 Collaborative Research Projects

	Any new projects (such as LDCPs) people are involved with?
	Deferred

	4.0  Issues/Concerns/Discussion Items
	
	

	4.1 Upcoming Conferences or Events
      Who’s going?
	
	Deferred

	5.0 Meeting Dates 

	5.1  Next meeting 
	
July 28, 2016 from 1:30-3pm
	

	5.2 Save the date for 2016 meetings all from 1:30-3pm on 4th Thursday of the month
	Every other month:
July 28
Sept 22
Nov 24

	



