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Presentation Outline

• Background
– APHEO

– Core Indicators Project

• What is a Core Indicator? When do we use 
Core Indicators?

• Current Indicators for Comprehensive 
Tobacco Control

• Data Gaps at the Local Level

• Discussion
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Association of Public Health 
Epidemiologists in Ontario (APHEO)

Mission:

To advance and promote the discipline and 
professional practice of epidemiology in 
Ontario public health units



PTCC | OAHPP | OTRU

Core Indicators for Public Health

• Collaborative volunteer initiative amongst 
professionals in the broader public health 
epidemiology community

• Started in 1998

• Over 120 public health indicators, resources, 
data sources and syntax files available on 
APHEO’s

 

website

• Referenced in the Ontario Public Health 
Standards (PHAS Protocol, Requirement 1c)
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• Exploring central analytics support for public health 
units

• Purpose of current work: 

To standardize definitions and calculation 
methods for health status and risk factor

 indicators for use at the local level

 

to build 
capacity for population health assessment and  
surveillance

Core Indicators for Public Health
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http://www.apheo.ca/
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What is a Core Indicator?

• Measures of the health of individuals and their 
communities

• Reflect complex concepts in a concrete, clearly defined 
way using standardized definitions and methods

The Core Indicators website contains definitions (but 
not

 

data) for over 120 public health indicators to 
enhance accurate and standardized reporting of 
information across public health units in Ontario.
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Criteria for Indicator Selection

• Applicable to outcomes and requirements from the 
Ontario Public Health Standards, including the 
Population Health Assessment and Surveillance 
Protocol

• Data generally available and accessible to all or most 
public health units

• Indicator has to be useful and meaningful

• Indicator has to be relevant to health

• “Core”

 

indicator important to public health

• Decision by consensus
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• Health status reporting 

• Situational assessments

• Decision making

• Priority setting

• Policy development

• Program evaluation

When do we use Core Indicators?
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Current Indicators Related to 
Comprehensive Tobacco Control

1.

 

Smoking Status

– Teen and adult smoking rates (daily, former, current)

– Abstention from cigarette smoking

2.

 

Smoke-free Homes

3.

 

Non-Smoker Second-Hand Smoke Exposure

4.

 

Minors’

 

Access to Tobacco

5.

 

Smoking Cessation

– Quit intention

– Quit attempts
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Current Indicators

• Also available are indicators that relate to tobacco-

 related health outcomes and social determinants

– Chronic disease incidence and/or prevalence

– Chronic disease related mortality

– Smoking Attributable Mortality
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Data Gaps Identified at the Local Level

• Alternative tobacco products 

(e.g. smokeless tobacco, snuff)

• Contraband tobacco

• Initiation of tobacco use

• Social exposure to tobacco use

• Outdoor smoke-free bylaws

• Tobacco-free sports and recreation

• Prevalence of use and societal outcomes among 
priority populations



PTCC | OAHPP | OTRU

Questions?
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