APHEO Health Equity Working Group
Tuesday June 25, 2024
1:00PM – 2:30PM

Attendees 
Members: Trevor van Igen, Aideen Reynolds, Ainslie Butler (SMDHU), Dana Al-Bargash (TPH), Caroline Wai (TPH), Emily Chemnitz (Niagara), Grace Patterson (Hamilton), Kayley Henning, William Kouw, Laera Gattoni, Larua Zetter (Chatham), Laurie Dojeiji, Mehak Khanna, Monica V, Selena Hussain, Erica Clark (HPPH)
Regrets: Heather Kane (HPPH)
MINUTES
	Item
	Time
	Topic

	1
	15 mins
	Welcome and Introductions
Agenda Overview
Health Equity Working Group webpage

	2
	30 mins
	Discussion on Draft OPHS Health Equity Protocol 
· Seems to be more broad and less specific, more open to PHUs picking what they want to do
· Using older language though structural determinants of health terminology is newer
· Interesting to see how structural determinants will be measured or operationalized
· More focus on the Health in All Policies approach
· Not sure there is capacity within PHUs to make health equity operationalized across the organization rather than an add on
· Would really benefit from common, centralized health equity data collection
· Much of our existing health equity data is quite limited with lots of caveats

	4
	45 mins
	Open discussion
· Historically, health equity work has been in the non-communicable disease portfolios. Communicable disease work has struggled with this because provincial databases do not have ability to store socio-demographic data (SDD).
· SDD needs a clear purpose for collection
· SDD questions are going to change over time and between communities, may be less important what the words are and more important what the concept is that it being measured. Language from two years ago is no longer acceptable for some questions. Language that works for one community may not work for another community.
· Can we get SDD data in some of our provincial databases? BORN, iPHIS, etc. Has been some discussion with BORN about including SDD data. Has also been some discussion about it for the new public health information system
· Be careful what you ask for with Ministry generated SDD questions, may get something that does not work. Need to have some flexibility to make sure the questions work for your community.

	5
	
	For next meeting
· Discussion on how to prioritize which constructs to ask for SDD questions. How do you pick core questions versus optional questions?
· At what point do you say that we shouldn’t collect data on a construct because we may not get enough data to analyze it?



